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And the votes are in

Matt Morefield
Administrative Vice President

Seth Walsh
President

Class of ‘16 submits 10,000 applications
By Lizzie Glaser
Managing Editor

Hopes to focus on:
service alternatives to
resident fines

Hopes to focus on: enhancing the shuttle system and study
abroad programs

Newswire photo by Andrew Matsushita

Hopes to
focus on:
working with
Auxiliary
Services to
increase dining
options

Despite individual interests, the team will be working together to achieve all of their goals.

SKM takes executive election
By kRIS rEILLY
Staff Writer
The voting turnout of this year’s
Student Government Association
executive election was the highest in Xavier University history.
There were nearly 200 more total votes cast this year than in the
Spring 2011 election.
The team comprised of Seth
Walsh, Matt Morefield and Kristin
Sanfilippo won the election with
817 votes, 65 more votes than
the winning ticket had last year.
Coming in second was Brock
McMorran, Morgan Zuziak and
Kevin Tighe’s ticket with 612
votes. The write-in candidates of
James Hyland, Michael Solomon
and Robert Corritore had 21

votes. All other write-ins received
less than 20 votes.
The winning team explained
their reactions to the voting
outcome.
“All the support for our ideas
was really flattering,” future president Seth Walsh said.
“It’s really rewarding that students knew our platform and were
asking questions [during the campaign]” Matt Morefield, future administrative vice president, said.
The team utilized poster
boards, team T-shirts, twitter updates and Facebook to promote
their campaign.
“We want the students to know
we did our homework during the
campaign by talking to administrative associates and organizing our

Election Facts:
Past voting turnout:

platform, so we are going to get
a lot accomplished very quickly,”
future legislative vice president
Kristin Sanfilippo said.
This week, the team has already planned four meetings with
the Xavier administration to begin
their executive agenda.
Seth Walsh cited their biggest
challenge as “Keeping the energy
going throughout the year and
into September”, but they are excited to make a difference as leaders in the Xavier community.
“We are eager to show the
student body the passion behind
SGA and to accomplish what we
said we would,” Sanfilippo said.
“After all the campaigning we can
finally be able to say, ‘Let’s go do
it.’”

This year’s election was a first for many things including an unprecedented
two-ticket election and a Xavier history high for voting. Senior Nate Fischer,
chair of the board of elections, said these numbers might have even been
higher had another ticket ran. High votes also encompassed the writein tickets who made an appearance in this year’s election. James Hyland,
Michael Solomon, and Robert Corritore received 21 votes, the highest for
any write-in in the past 5 years.

Best write-ins:

Budget numbers:

2008
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BKM
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For the first time in its history,
the Xavier University Office of
Admissions received more than
10,000 applications for the 201213 school year, a 17 percent increase from this time last year.
Out of the 10,518 applications received, about 7,500 will be offered
admission.
The University also saw an
increase in applicants from areas outside of Ohio, Kentucky
and Indiana, including a significant growth in applications from
the Southwestern states such as
Arizona, California and Colorado,
and the Chicago area.
In efforts to expand recruitment alongside University expansion, the Office of Admissions has
extended their recruiting staff on
campus, as well as added regional
recruiters in the Boston, Denver
and Chicago areas.
“Over the past four to five years
we have been consistently more

assertive in our efforts and have
recruited more nationally,” Aaron
Meis, dean of admission, said. “We
have also partnered with the Office
of University Communication to
reach more students across the
country and contact them more
frequently.”
T h e
Office of
Admissions
hopes
to
meet and
e xc e e d
enrollment goals
to
keep
plans for
University
expansion Aaron Meis
and development moving forward.
“Xavier is really at a turning
point,” Meis said. “10,000 applications is a reflection of the strong
interest in Xavier nationwide and
evidence that our academic reputation continues to strengthen and
grow.”
Photo courtesy of xavier.edu

Kristin Sanfilippo
Legislative Vice President
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Record breaking
apps. received

Third accusation
adds to federal
investigation
By Ed Morley
Campus News Editor
The Office of Civil Rights
(OCR) will further investigate
Xavier University about the sexual assault cases involving Sean
Marron.
The investigation will attempt
to ascertain whether Xavier
University violated Title IX and
if the handling of sexual assault is
an individual problem or an institutional problem.
Caitlin Pinciotti, a former
Xavier student, is one of two victims who have filed complaints to
the OCR after she was allegedly
assaulted by Marron in November
2008.
Marron was mandated with
a one-semester suspension after
the hearing in March, but he was
allowed to complete the spring
semester.
In March 2009, after Xavier
University had issued the sanction but before the suspension
had come into effect, Marron allegedly sexually assaulted another
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girl, Kalyn Burgio.
Both Pinciotti and Burgio
pressed criminal charges against
the accused.
Hamilton County Court found
Marron not guilty in October
2011.
“The judge found him not
guilty because of personal biases which were extremely evident from the moment I took the
stand,” Pinciotti said about the

See INVESTIGATION| Page 8
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CORRECTIONS

News
On campus rental car service

The Newswire strives
to keep the integrity and
honor of all in the articles
we publish.
In an effort to better the
paper, please tell us if you
find corrections that need
to be made.
We appreciate your help
in making the Newswire a
better newspaper.
E-mail us at newswire@
xavier.edu or call us at
513-745-3607.

Molly Boes, News Editor
Phone: 745-3607
Newswire-News@xavier.edu

the service by the beginning of
the fall semester.”
When the service comes to
campus, students interested in
renting a car will have to sign up
online through the vendor.
Students will have to provide
their driver’s license information
and the vendor will run a basic license check.
After a student has passed

The driver will be informed where
the car is parked.
At the beginning of the allotted time slot, drivers go to their
reserved car parked in a designatThe Student Government
ed spot on campus.
Association (SGA) has teamed
In order to unlock the doors,
up with Auxiliary Services to help
drivers have to swipe their memprovide students with more transbership card with a sensor located
portation options.
on the driver’s side windshield.
This help comes in the form
The keys will be located inside of
of a short-term rental car service.
the car.
These services started out
Drivers also will
in big cities where it was
not have to worry
common for people not to Ideally the service will start at the
about paying for
own cars in order to give
the gas used.
them another method of end of this semester to give it a soft
It is requested
transportation.
opening. Worst case scenario, we will
that drivers refill the
The idea of bringing a
tank with a gas card
car rental service to cam- have the service by the beginning of
located in the car
pus was brought up last the fall semester.
when the car is at a
year, but SGA felt that the
quarter of a tank.
prices were unrealistic for
Currently, the
college students, falling beRyan Alleman, SGA President
University is looktween $12-15 per hour.
ing into getting two
The current executives had
cars: a small sedan,
a rental car service as a part
of their platform initiative and, af- the license check, which will take preferably a hybrid, and a small
ter looking into the service again about three business days, they SUV.
They are also looking into enthis year, they discovered that the will be sent a membership card.
This membership card will vironmentally friendly cars.
prices dropped to $7-9 per hour.
“The contract is currently be“Ideally the service will start at grant them access to the rental
ing reviewed,” Alleman said.
the end of this semester to give cars on campus.
In order to reserve a car, stu- “Barring any large problems, we
it a soft opening,” senior Ryan
Alleman, SGA president, said. dents will have to visit the website should be seeing the program on
“Worst case scenario, we will have where they can reserve a time slot. campus soon.”

By molly boes
News Editor

“ ”
-Paid Advertisement-
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BRIEFS
Ash Wednesday
Mass Schedule
Bellarmine Chapel will be offering Masses at: 8 a.m., noon,
5 p.m. and 7 p.m. for the Ash
Wednesday celebration.

Jazz Ensemble
At 7 p.m. on Feb. 27 in
Andy’s Mediterranean at Ryan’s
Pub a jazz ensemble will be
performing.

SAC Comedy
Show
At 9 p.m. on Feb. 28 in
the Gallagher Student Center
Theatre, SAC will be hosting
comedian Arvin Mitchell in
celebration of Black History
Month.

News
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Winter Ball: 2012 Step Show
By saunta anderson
Staff Writer
S a t u r d a y evening African
American sororities and fraternities of the National PanHellenic Council (NPHC) from
Pennsylvania, Indiana and nearby
Ohio universities stepped their
way onto campus for Xavier’s
NPHC’s first step show, “The
Essence of…Culture:
NPHC
Step Show.”
“We did this to show a culture
that exists on Xavier’s campus…
Stepping is not about competition, but about coming together in
unison…showing their dedication
to their organization and community,” Brandon Hopper, vice president of NPHC, said.
The prize was $1000 for the
winning sorority and fraternity.
The winners were Gamma Nu
Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority, Incorporated from
Indiana University and the Delta
Xi Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha
Fraternity, Incorporated from
Central State University. The
other fraternity that competed
was the Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity,
Incorporated’s Epsilon Kappa
Chapter from the University of
Pittsburgh.
“This was a good end to a dynamic week. We kicked off with
service, great academic programs

and faith and cultural awareness
programs,” Chynna Stubbs, the
president of NPHC, said.
This is one of the many NPHC
programs. The past week NPHC
held “The Essence of… Week”
with programs concerning the
Essence of…service, remembrance, consciousness, antiquity,
faith, truth and culture.
“We appreciate who came out,
but we’re not limited to stepping,”
Brandon Hoff, the treasurer of
NPHC, said.
Comedian Finesse Mitchell
hosted the show and kept the
audience chuckling while the
judges evaluated. He is also a part
of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity,
Incorporated and is known as
Chyna’s father on Disney’s television show “A.N.T. Farm.” The
judges were all a part of different
sororities and fraternities of the
Divine Nine and included some
Xavier alumni. There was also
some background music provided
by the local DJ Magnificent.
“To almost have a full
house, it is great to see people
from University of Cincinnati,
Columbus and Dayton,” Hopper
said.
There are plans to do the step
show again next year and make
it an annual event. NPHC hopes
next year more students of all cultures will attend.

Student art exhibit
By robyn campbell
Staff Writer

Newswire photos by Alexa Von Bargen

On Saturday, seniors gathered at the 20th Century Theatre for a night filled with music, dancing
and festivities. The Senior Ball is an annual dance held in honor of the graduating seniors.

-Paid Advertisement-

show, “A Collection of Moments,”
at the Cincinnati Cultural Arts
Museum.
“It is great that artists at Xavier
have a way to display their talent,”
Adam Manson, who attended the
opening on Friday evening, said.
“It is excellent artwork.”
Following the Xavier Student
Art Exhibition is the Senior
Thesis Show, which opens March
16. Other Xavier student artwork
is displayed throughout the year.
About once a month Uetz changes out the artwork on display in
Alter, as well as on the third floor
of the Gallagher Student Center.

On Feb. 17, the annual Xavier
Student Art Exhibition opened in
the A.B. Cohen Center.
According to Kitty Uetz, the
director for the art gallery, the
exhibition will run until March
9 andwill showcase pieces from
all of the studio disciplines. The
84 student pieces include ceramics, sculpture, painting, drawing,
photography, fibers, graphic design and printmaking. This year,
34 students will have their pieces
displayed in the show, some of
which can be bought for reasonable prices.
Sophomore
K a t h e r i n e
Colborn, has two
of her pieces
on display. The
first, “The Body
is Vulnerable,” is
a pastel drawing.
Her second piece,
“Cocooning,” is a
piece created with
charcoal and Conte
crayons. This show
is Colborn’s second student show
in Xavier’s Cohen
Newswire photo by Alexa Von Bargen
gallery. In January,
she had a piece in The Xavier Student Art Exhibition opened in the Cohen
the Xavier Society Center on Friday and will be open through March 9.
of Visual Arts

Campus News
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XU to face further investigation over sexual assaults
Continued from page 1

Marron trial. “To me, that is not
justice and not the truth.”
Burgio then filed a complaint
to the OCR about the way Xavier
University handled the proceedings and, since then, numerous staff have been reassigned
internally.
Pinciotti has also brought forward her complaint to the OCR
about the way that the University
handled the case; she highlighted
Photo courtesy of facebook.com
that Marron’s suspension was too
weak of a punishment and that Xavier University will face further investigation from the Office of Civil Rights.
Marron should not have been allowed to finish
Smith, I warned him that if he althe semester.
lowed Sean to return
“Xavier needs Xavier needs to step out of the Catholic tradition to Xavier and he raped
to step out of the
again, Luther would
Catholic
tradi- of sweeping things under the rug and realize
only have himself to
tion of sweeping that it is not a university’s responsibility to
blame. I wonder how
things under the ‘educate’ rapists.
comfortably he sleeps
Caitlin Pinciotti
rug and realize
at night now,” Pinciotti
that it is not a unisaid.
versity’s responsibility to ‘educate’ rapists,”
former Dean of Students Luther Ed Morley, Campus News Editor
Pinciotti said.
Pinciotti was also very critical Smith.
Phone: (513) 745-3607
“In a letter I wrote to Luther Newswire-News@xavier.edu
of the punishment handed out by

“ ”

Free tax help for Xavier students
By peter adams

Staff Writer
This semester, Xavier students and citizens around the
Xavier community will be offered free help with the only certainty in life besides death: taxes.
Through an accounting class
called Volunteer Income Tax
Assistance (VITA), Xavier accounting majors will work in
conjunction with the IRS to prepare tax returns for low-income
taxpayers, those with disabilities
and Xavier students at no cost.
VITA is a service-learning

class offered to all accounting
majors who have already completed taxation earlier in their
academic career.
All students participating in
the program have passed the
necessary tests and have been
certified by the IRS to prepare
taxes.
Starting at 5:30 p.m. on
Monday, Feb. 20 in the Schiff
Conference room in Cintas
Center, VITA students will be
preparing returns.
The service will continue to
be offered every Monday until
April 10, expect for March 5, the

Monday spring break.
Those interested are encouraged to contact the accounting department to reserve an
appointment.
Those who are interested in
taking advantage of this free
service must bring a photo ID,
social security card and all applicable tax documents to this
appointment.
Their tax return from the previous year is helpful, although it
is not necessary.
The accounting department
will also accept walk-ins.

- Paid Advertisement -

Police
Notes

Feb. 16 4:17 a.m. — A student reported damage to his/
her vehicle, which was parked
in the Village lot. No suspects
have been located.
Feb. 15 11:03 a.m. — A
non-student and contract employee who were arguing on
University Drive near Dana
Avenue were separated and
sent on their way.
Feb. 16 10:39 a.m. — Two
commuter students reported
their residence broken into on
the 1400 block of Dana Avenue. A computer, iPad, Xbox,
backpack and wallet were stolen during the break-in. Cincinnati Police have been notified.
Feb. 18 2:13 a.m. — Norwood Police informed Xavier
Police that a recent graduate
was arrested on the 1900 block
of Cleneay Avenue for disorderly conduct and obstruction
of official business.
Feb. 18 2:39 a.m. — Two
students reported another student had been sending inappropriate text messages and
making inappropriate phone
calls. Residence Life has been
notified.
Feb. 19 12:16 a.m. — Cincinnati Fire and Rescue and
Residence Life assisted Xavier
Police to restrain an intoxicated underage student who was
uncooperative and verbally/

physically aggressive towards
roommates and officers. He/
she was cited for disorderly
conduct and was released to
a friend who had agreed to
watch him/her for the rest of
the evening.

Notes of the

Week

Hit and run...as fast
as you can
Feb. 18 2:33 a.m. — Xavier
Police assisted Norwood
Police to investigate a report
of a loud party and disorderly
people on the 1900 block of
Cleneay Avenue. When officers returned to their vehicle
they witnessed a commuter
student side swipe a Xavier
Police car parked on Cleneay
Avenue. The student was consequently arrested for OVI by
Norwood Police.
Wakey Wakey!
Feb. 19 6:15 a.m. — Two
commuter students who
broke a house window in
the 3600 block of Clarion
Avenue and ran from the
owner were apprehended
by Xavier Police officers
on Woodburn Avenue and
agreed to pay restitution to
the owner after admitting to
have accidentally broken the
window.

Campus News

Xavier Newswire

New Language Resource Center

Staff Writer

The new Language Resource Center opened at the start of the semester.

By ed morley

Campus News Editor
Xavier University’s modern
language department has opened
a new Language Resource Center.
The Center, which is located on the fourth floor of the
Conaton Learning Commons,
opened at the beginning of the semester and will serve as a place for
modern language students to improve their writing, listening and
pronunciation skills in their focus
languages.
The Modern Languages department plans on making full
use of this new facility, which
boasts 24 networking computers,
a SmartBoard and the latest listening and speech technology.
“We hope that the Center
becomes another hub of activity not only for language classes
but also internationally-themed
events across the University,”
Chair of Modern Languages
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Board of Trustees hosts annual dinner
By Rebecca bayens

Newswire photo by Ed Morley
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The Board of Trustees hosted
its annual dinner on Thursday,
Feb. 16. The evening commenced
with an address by Fr. Michael
Graham, S.J., followed by dinner, a performance by the Xavier
Gospel Choir and group discussion sessions.
“[Fr. Graham] thanked the students for coming out because this
is the most important night of the
year for the trustees,” freshman
Jenny Mendoza said. “[Trustees]
need to know how the students
really feel about Xavier issues.”
The Board of Trustees, which
includes many Xavier faculty
and alumni, as well as various

businesspeople from across the
United States, were divided up
and assigned to different groups
of students during the dinner portion of the evening. According to
Mendoza, the trustees asked each
student what he or she liked or
disliked about Xavier.
Fr. Bill Verbryke, S.J., a twoyear Board member who also
served on the Board for 10 years
in the 1990s, met with the freshman group.
“[The board is] a wonderful
service for the University and
a wonderful group of men and
women to be with who really care
about the University,” Fr. Bill said.
After dinner, the students were
divided up by class and assigned
to different trustees. Mendoza’s

group, who met with Provost
and Chief Academic Officer
Dr. Scott Chadwick, discussed
the University Core, AllCard access in certain campus buildings,
concerns about McGrath Health
Center services and evaluations
of academic advisors.
“We talked about anything and
everything,” Mendoza said.
“The students spoke very eloquently about what the University
does day in and day out,” Verbryke
said. “It is a great opportunity to
hear from the students about if
the mission of the University is
working or not.”
“The staff takes students’ concerns very seriously and are constantly trying to accomplish improvements,” Verbryke said.

HOUSE FOR RENT for
the 2012-2013 school year.
Adjacent to campus- great
location, 4028 Huston Ave.
6 bedrooms, 2 baths, dishwasher, free laundry, parking.
$1590/month. call Karen at
321-2946.

one goes to Walnut Hills High
School (14 year old boy). Responsibilities include: picking
up the three children from
Kilgour daily, help get them
started on homework, help
them get snacks, and watch
them while they play. The
children are easy-going, very
sweet (even though all parents say that, they really are)
love to play outside, and love
sports. Also responsible for
picking up 14 year old from
Walnut Hills after school activities and sometimes taking
younger children to afterschool practices or activities.
Looking for someone who
loves children, is responsible
and dependable. Needs a car.
Hours: 3:30-6:30 weekdays.
$12 an hour. Start February 3.
Please contact Laura Trujillo
Faherty at lauraktrujillo@
gmail.com or 602-290-6809.

David Knutson said. “The Center
is more of an interactive, flexible
learning space than the traditional
language lab,”
Spanish students at the 100
level have already taken advantage
of the facilities on offer in the
Center.
They have participated in video
conferences with language coaches in Guatemala from the comfort
of the Language Resource Center.
It is not just Spanish students
that have been able to test the new
space.
French Conversation groups
have held frequent meetings there
and Intensive English students
have been using the facility to
hone their skills in the mother
tongue of the United States.
“We are thrilled to open a facility that will enable the students
and faculty to use the latest technology. It will give students the
motivation to explore modern
languages,” Knutson said.

Classifieds
For Rent: CINCIVEGAN@

JUNO.COM for info on
wonderful apts across from
campus. All sizes! Studios up
to 5 bedroom apartment (and
others in between). Tell us
what size you want, so that we
can e-mail you the links for
the appropriate apts. Summer
and/or the school year.

L

F

arge one-bedroom apartment for rent in Norwood.
Front porch and back deck.
3 miles from Xavier. $450
plus utilities. Save 10% ($405
monthly) on monthly rent if
agreement signed before February 1st. Call Steve 614-4250775.

W

anted: Preschool/Kindergarten Spanish Teacher
Teacher needed to facilitate
the Spanish with Elena curriculum in local preschools.

As part of

our expansion
program, a small company is
looking for part-time work
from home account managers. The job pays $700 a
month, plus benefits and
takes only little of your
time. Please contact us for
more details. Requirements Should be a computer literate
and have 2-3 hours access to
the internet, weekly. Also, apor Sale:
plicant must be over 19 years
1925 Hopkins Ave. Norwood, of age; and must be efficient
OH
and dedicated to the job. If
Just a few blocks from cam- you are interested and need
pus
more information, contact
6 rooms, 3 bedrooms, 1 ½ Jennifer Cornwell via email at
baths
p.williamsm@hotmail.com
Equip kitchen, central air
Avail for 2012-13 school year.
Front porch, glass enclosed 3757 Spencer – best location!
rear porch
3BR@$1200/month
and
Oversize 2 car garage
1BR@$600/month
$139,900
Call John at (513) 288-0427
Contact; Larry 513-871-4040
Larry@KopfRealEstate.com

Teaching degree is not required. Teacher will travel
weekly to participating preschools.
The position is
part-time (8 hours/week) and
requires an 18 week commitment January through May.
Please contact Elena@spanishwithelena.com for more
details.

Large

House completely
renovated for June 2012 occupancy. 5-7 residents. four
living rooms, four baths,
three kitchens, laundry, off
street parking, walk to campus.$1875-2100/mo. Adam
513.608.0887.

A

fter-school
childcare:
Looking for someone to
watch our four children weekday afternoons. Three children go to Kilgour Elementary (11 year old boy, 9 year
old boy, 5 year old girl) and
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A streak Tu good to be broken
The Musketeers defeat Dayton in Cincinnati for the 27th consecutive time in overtime thriller
By sabrina Brown
Sports Editor

Fifty-two was the magic number for the Musketeers on Saturday
night in a 86-83 overtime victory
over rival Dayton Flyers, keeping
a streak alive that began under the
presidency of Jimmy Carter.
For Xavier senior point guard
Tu Holloway, he will get to leave
Xavier knowing that number 52
never let the Flyers leave Cintas
Center victorious.
“It means a lot to us, to the
older guys here before us. You
can’t lose to Dayton; there’s a lot
of significance. Andre Walker and
I don’t want to go out as the guys
that messed the tradition up,”
Holloway said.
Holloway led Xavier in scoring with 32 points, one short of
his career high. The senior also
added six rebounds, five assists
and two steals in his 45 minutes
of play, earning him the reward of
Blackburn/McCafferty MVP.
Holloway combined with redshirt junior shooting guard Mark
Lyons for a total of 52 points
from Xavier’s backcourt.
Lyons had 20 points, going
8-for-13 from the line and 2-for-6
from behind the arc. Lyons started for the first time this game
since Feb. 1 against George
Washington.
“He’s had a great attitude in
practice this week, and our team
needs that. We need for him to be

Newswire photos by Andrew Matsushita

a really good player,” head
coach Chris Mack said.
While Lyons was reinstated into the line-up, senior center
Kenny Frease was on the bench
at tip-off, starting redshirt junior
Travis Taylor in his place.
Taylor put up five points, six
rebounds and a block for the
Musketeers during his 15 minutes
of play.
Frease added five points, three
rebounds and a steal in his 12
minutes of play before fouling
out with two minutes remaining
in regulation.
Xavier’s frontcourt saw most

of its action from graduate student Andre Walker. Walker played
for 40 minutes, just as he did in an
overtime victory over Vanderbilt
earlier this season.
Walker posted eight boards,
seven points and a block and went
3-for-4 from the free throw line,
an area that plagued Xavier at UD
Arena.
At Dayton, Walker went 1-for-5
from the line, a portion of Xavier’s
frontcourt that went 4-for-13 in
free throws overall.

Xavier’s big men combined
to shoot 9-for-15 from the line
Saturday, nearly doubling their
percentage from January’s game.
Freshman guard Dezmine
Wells was the third player to score
in double digits for Xavier, adding
12 points for the Musketeers.
The freshman shot 6-for-8
from the field in his 37 minutes of
play, seeing less playing time than
only Walker and Holloway.
Wells also added five rebounds,
two steals and a block against the
Flyers.
For Xavier students and fans,
Saturday’s game was a victory that

no amount of
statistics could
ever
reveal.
Xavier students
began
lining
up at 8 a.m. on
Saturday morning, eager to be
one of the first
in line to see the
streak continue.
“The streak
is
awesome.
There
have
been years when
we’ve been better and years
when they’ve
been
better,
and every year
we come out
on top here.
It’s incredible,”
junior Andrew

Bush said.
Bush, who prides himself on
being first in line for every game,
was joined early by a few of the
Xavier Popes, also eager to witness
a fundamental Xavier tradition.
“We make it difficult for them
to win here. That’s our job,” junior
Evan Manship said.
For Holloway, Saturday was the
last time he will face the Flyers on
his homecourt. For Wells, it was
the first time he would see “The
Streak” in all its glory. For Xavier
Nation, it was two words: Jimmy
Carter.

Weekend success for Sports Opinion: The art of fandom
Xavier track and field
By sabrina Brown
Sports Editor

By Caleb Childers
Staff Writer

The Xavier indoor track team
set a new team record this past
weekend for most points scored
at the Atlantic 10 championship in
Rhode Island. The women’s team
scored 33 points at the meet while
the men’s team scored 48.
The men’s team was led by senior Nick Williams who won the
200-meter dash in a time of 21.85
seconds and placed sixth in the
60-meter dash with a time of 7.05.
Williams finished the meet with a
total of 13 points.
“The race was really special.
Nick had been a medalist four
other times without winning one.
For him to win in his last indoor
race is special for him,” head
coach Dan Flaute said.
Xavier also had strong showing
from sophomore Tom Ohlman,
who won the 5,000-meter run
with a time of 14:47.31 minutes.
On Saturday, Ohlman placed fifth
in the 3,000-meter run to give the
team a total of 14 points.
Junior Hank Geer provided a
one-two punch for the Musketeers
in the 5,000-meter run with a
second place finish in a time of
14:52.13.
“It was an awesome feeling for

Tom and Hank to finish that high
up,” Flaute said.
On the women’s side, senior
Caylin Howell provided plenty of
drama. Howell tripped and fell
during the mile race, but still finished in sixth place in a time of
5:03.72. Later on that day, Howell
finished third in the 3,000-meter
run in a time of 9:46.57.
Howell was not the only member of the women’s team to score
points as senior Emily Tyler placed
second in the 60-meter hurdles
with a time of 8.91.
Both the men’s and women’s
teams achieved their best finishes
in Atlantic 10 indoor track championship history with the men’s
team placing seventh out of 10
teams and the women placing
10th of out 12 teams.

Check it out!

Fans. Anyone who has ever attended a college sporting event
is likely to tell you that a team’s
fans play a huge role in what happens on the court. Most college
students are likely to tell you that
some of their best college experiences involve collegiate athletics.
From standing in line for tickets
to high-fiving players after a game,
students are involved in a game
from start to finish, and let me tell
you, the effect is astounding.
That being said, there’s a few
basic rules of fandom that should
be embraced, particularly at the
end of a season.
For most of my life, I’ve been
hearing the mantra “basketball
happens in the last two minutes”
from my father, and he’s right.
That brings me to my first rule:
never leave a game early. This rule
applies even more than usual this
season, where absolutely anything can happen and every game
is important. If you miss Dez’s
SportsCenter dunk or Tu’s buzzer-beater to win a game, you will

hate yourself tomorrow.
Another key rule at this point
in the season is pretty simple: support your team. As a fan, you cannot make Kenny make a lay-up
or keep Jeff from turning over
the ball, but you can show up and
cheer for your team.
Let the players know you are
behind them, win or lose. If you
pass them in the hall, tell them
good game, don’t avert your eyes
and run the other direction.
These players are your peers,

Newswire photos by Andrew Matsushita

treat them as such. How would
you feel if everyone stared at you
like you were an exhibit in an art
museum? Players are people. Tall
people, yes, but people.
Xavier prides itself on being
one of the toughest places to play,
so act like it. Show up early, cheer
as loud as you can, throw your
paper in the air and fight like hell
for a Skyline parachute. When
your team is doing well, cheer for
them. When your team is struggling, cheer even louder.

www.thexunewswire.com
Get all the latest
Xavier University news!
Newswire photo by Andrew Matsushita
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Inconsistency for women’s basketball
By kyle isaacs
Asst. Sports Editor

The past week was a tale of
two stories for the Xavier women’s basketball team.
On Wednesday night, the
Musketeers knocked off the
University of Richmond 76-60 at
home in front of a “Pink Out”
crowd.
On Saturday, Xavier lost 66-48
on the road to the 22nd-ranked

Newswire photo by Andrew Matsushita

Crouch recorded her second straight
double-double against Richmond.

team in the nation, St. Bonaventure
University.
The loss on Saturday drops the
Musketeers record to 7-18 on the
season and 4-8 in Atlantic 10 conference play.
The Musketeers used a strong
first half against Richmond to
claim their largest victory of the
season.
Senior guard Tyeasha Moss
led all scorers with 26 points and
dished out four assists.
Xavier was clicking on all cylinders, shooting a season-high
63 percent from the field for the
game, including an incredible 68
percent clip in the second half.
The Musketeers jumped on the
Spiders midway through the first
half when they went on a 25-9 run
to take a 14-point lead.
Freshman forward Lakeisha
Crouch notched her second
straight double-double (12 points
and 11 rebounds) while sophomore guard Shatyra Hawkes
contributed a career-high eight
assists.
“From start to finish tonight,
we came ready to play,” said head
coach Amy Waugh. “For 40 minutes, we competed with the level
of intensity and heart that we
haven’t had consistently all year
long.”
Waugh was also pleased with
the overall team defense that
forced 12 turnovers and lead to
24 points off turnovers for the
Musketeers.
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Coach Mack’s
Tweet of the
week

Head men’s basketball coach
Chris Mack is considered one
of the funniest tweeters in
college basketball.

@NewswireSports
picked their favorite for the
Newswire photo by Andrew Matsushita

Senior guard Tyesha Moss, a 1000 point club member, led all scorers in last
Wednesday’s women’s basketball victory over the Richmond Spiders.

Xavier traveled to Olean, N.Y.
on Saturday to face the Bonnies
but was unable to return home
with a victory.
The Musketeers struggled out
of the gate, falling behind St.
Bonaventure early.
Xavier never took the lead and
trailed by 15 points at the half.
Xavier came no closer than 13
points in the second half, trailing
by as many as 25 points.
Crouch was unable to secure
her third consecutive double-double but did corral a career-high 14
rebounds.
Moss and senior forward

Sabrina Johnson both chipped in
10 points for the game.
The Musketeers took care of
the ball, only turning it over eight
times for the game but struggled
to put the ball in the net. Xavier
shot 32 percent from the field and
only 29 percent from three.
The Musketeers face the
University of
Dayton on
Wednesday. Xavier will be searching for a victory over the rival
Flyers when they tip off at 7 p.m.
at UD Arena.
Sabrina Brown, Sports Editor
Phone: 745-3607
newswire-sports@xavier.edu

week.
@CoachChrisMack: Ran into
a guy at the store who asked
me what seed are we in
NCAA trny? I said #1 seed.
Told me, “thats awesome.”
#hemusthaveotherinterests
Be sure to check out

@xaviernewswire
and

@NewswireSports
for all your latest
Xavier

news!

Strong weekend for XU tennis Play Ball: Xavier baseball
By kyle isaacs
Asst. Sports Editor

The Xavier men’s and women’s tennis teams traveled in different directions this past weekend but came home with similar
results.
The women’s team picked
up two victories in Pittsburgh.
while the men’s team went 1-1 in
Illinois.
The victories improve the
women’s record to 6-3 on the
season while the men now sit at
2-6.
The women’s team matched
up with Duquesne University on
Friday afternoon.
The Musketeers handily defeated the Dukes, notching a 6-1
victory over their Atlantic 10 foe
in the conference opener.
Junior Katie Pleiman posted
a singles No. 1 victory and also
won the doubles No. 1 match
alongside junior Kally Alkire.
Freshman Daniella Patton and
sophomore Andrea Wolf both
cruised in their No. 2 and No. 3
singles matches, respectively.
The women returned to
the courts on Saturday to face
George Washington University.
Xavier was able to pick up another win in a close match, defeating the Colonials 4-3.
The win marked the
Musketeers’ fourth straight victory and moved them into first
place in the conference at 2-0.

Despite falling behind in
doubles play, the Musketeers rallied and won the match overall.
Pleiman claimed victory in
the No. 1 singles while Wolf and
sophomore Allyson Westling
bested their opponents in three
sets each.
Alkire sealed the win for
Xavier by defeating her opponent in the last match of the
day.
The men’s team traveled to
Illinois to match up with Illinois
State University.
Despite winning the doubles
point, the Musketeers lost in a
close 4-3 match.
Sophomores Jimmy Roebker
and Mesa Mei scored an 8-3
victory in the No. 1 doubles
match.
Seniors Richard Canelas and
Marc Pretorius notched a No.
3 doubles victory to help the
Musketeers pick up the doubles
point.
In the singles matches, freshman Michael Moe and Pretorius
were able to best the Redbirds’
No. 5 and No. 6 singles players,
respectively.
On Saturday the men continued their Illinois road trip
with a battle against Bradley
University.
The Musketeers were on the
victorious side of another 4-3
match.
For the second time in as

many days, Xavier was able to
claim the crucial doubles point.
Roebker won the No. 1 singles match and junior Brandon
MacDonald defeated the Braves’
No. 4. Pretorious was able to
seal the victory with his threeset win.
Both teams return to the
courts this week.
The
men
travel
to
Indianapolis to face off against
Butler University tonight.
The women’s team will be
looking for their fifth straight win
as they visit Eastern Kentucky
University on Friday.

Photo courtesy of Greg Rust

Junior Katie Pleiman posted a first
singles victory against Duquesne.

starts season at UNC
By Danny O’malley
Staff Writer

The Xavier men’s baseball team
began their 2012 season by traveling to Chapel Hill, N.C. this past
weekend and playing the No. 4
North Carolina Tar Heels in three
games. During the Friday doubleheader the Musketeers lost the
first game 10-2 and then came
back and won the second game
with a score of 10-3.
Saturday’s game ended with the
Musketeers losing again except
this time in an offensive onslaught
with a final score of 16-10.
This season the majority of the
Musketeers’ starting rotation will
be returning with redshirt sophomore Vinny Nittoli, junior Jon
Richard and redshirt junior Tyler
Koors.
Last season, the three players
had a combined record of 17-11.
The Musketeers will be looking
for these three to lead the pitching
staff as the season goes forward.
This weekend Nittoli started
and earned a loss in the opener on
Friday, Richard pitched the next
game receiving a win, and Koors
was recorded a loss when he started Saturday’s game.
In Richard’s win, he pitched
five innings giving up three earned
runs on four hits.
On the offensive side, four
open position spots became vacant due to graduation.

“Right now we are still trying
to figure out who’s playing where.
We have some good options but
no one has stepped up and won a
spot,” head coach Scott Googins
said.
As far as the returning starters go, sophomore first baseman
Brian Bruening and junior third
baseman Seth Willoughby will be
looking to bring their offensive
skill-sets back this season.
Last season Bruening led all
players with a .327 batting average
while Willoughby posted a .326
batting average and also lead the
team with five homers.
Over the weekend Willoughby
went 5-for-9 and hit a homerun
down the left field line during
game one on Friday.
The redshirt junior and outfielder Mark Elwell is one of the
returning starters and while he
posted a perfect fielding percentage last year, he also hit well. This
past weekend he ended game two
with three RBIs on two hits.
A bright spot was found in the
bat of freshman catcher Derek
Hasenbeck. While he only played
in the second and third games
over the weekend he performed
well. During these games he posted five RBIs and went 5-for-7 at
the plate.
This weekend the team will
travel to Charleston, S.C. to face
Connecticut, Rhode Island and
the College of Charleston.
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— Letters to the editor —

Expanding on
sustainability

It’s exciting to see the recent discussions in editorials and letters-to-the-editor on sustainability at Xavier. This past
week Chris Dobbs and Laura Wallace
argued for the worth of sustainable priorities and practices, much more clearly
and persuasively than I would be able to.
Instead of looking foolish by trying to
add to their thoughts, I’ll expand a bit
on current sustainable practices, projects and plans here on campus.
BikeXU has been offering rental
bikes to students since the fall and continues to support scholars in speedy
and cheap commuting. An online ride
board can now be accessed through the
portal — under the Student Services
tab — for students looking to carpool
regularly or for specific occasions. The
cafeteria not only uses re-usable to-go
containers, but has also begun composting its food wastes. The CLC and Smith

were both built to LEED certification, meaning that they use less energy
and produce less waste than a normal
building, and the building that will replace Alter will hopefully operate even
more efficiently and toward a better
educational experience for all involved.
Recyclemania, beginning in March, will
offer dorm-bound students prizes and
fun as they work to improve recycling
in their buildings. And finally, in midApril, Earth Week will arrive along with
the sun and plants. Movies, entertaining educational events and more will
provide students with opportunities to
learn and get involved with sustainability at and around Xavier.
Though I think it’s right that sustainability is a priority at Xavier University,
the above list — partial and hardly exhaustive of all that’s happening at the
moment — suggests that sustainability
is already in practice at Xavier, in dynamic, beneficial and diverse ways. If you’re

interested in getting more thoroughly
involved in these exciting projects and
working with creative people, the applications for the 2012-13 Sustainability
Internships will be available after spring
break. Keep your ears and eyes open.
John Herrick ‘12

Thank you
Xavier—thank you. Thank you for
your support over last week’s executive
elections and for your confidence in our
ideas. We are very excited to get started!
We are looking forward to a great year—
we won’t let you down! If you have any
questions, feel free to e-mail us. Thanks
for supporting the team!
Seth Walsh, Kristin Sanfilippo and Matt
Morefield

EDITORIAL

Why too many applicants could be bad

T

hese are telling times
for Xavier University.
The University is being investigated by
the federal government for mishandling rape allegations. People
across the country still view Xavier
as “gangstas, not thugs” and the
University mission statement is
undergoing a change. In the midst
of all this, applications to attend
Xavier are up 17 percent — what
are we to make of this?
To begin, Xavier should take
a long and hard look at who we
let in. Just because 10,000 (for the
first time in history) applied, we
should not take the stock formula
and spit out a calculated numeral
for our expected class of 2016.
We, as a proud, Jesuit university,
should examine each and every
application and render a decision
from one all the way to 10,518.
Regardless of whom we let

into our University, the quality of
Xavier’s education and cherished
community feel should never be
sacrificed. As various columnists
have noted in the Opinions and
Editorials pages of the Newswire,
there is increasing fear that students at Xavier are being viewed
as numbers, and no longer as students. While we at the Newswire
understand the financial aspect of
a university, part of what differentiates Xavier is knowing a wide
array of other students and having conversations with professors,
past as well as present.
Despite this warning from the
Newswire, we would also like to
point out the opportunity that we
have before us. The University can
now select from a bigger pool of
students. The option to pick the
best and most talented students
is a privilege. But with this opportunity the admissions office

should be careful not to become
too infatuated with formulas
and accept students only for the
purpose of paying off expensive
dormitories, cafeterias, learning
commons and business schools,
broadly speaking. More importantly, the quality and core characteristics of Xavier should be carefully examined and acceptance
packets should logically follow.
We at the Newswire would be
happy to see a class of 2016 of
800, if those truly are the 800
future Musketeers who will work
hard to represent the school and
not simply show up to campus,
cause criminal problems or drag
University academics down. And
so, as low as the number needs
to be, please Xavier admissions,
only accept those students that
are the true cream of the crop.
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W

hen most
people
describe
their
dedication and pride for Xavier,
they start off by explaining how
many basketball games they
have attended and how they can
memorize
every star
athlete to
walk this
campus.
While I
believe this
shows a
great deal of
Xavier spirit,
I feel there is
a component
missing. The
missing link
is pride for
the campus itself.
Winning
records are
great, high
academic
achievements even better, but what

about students caring about the
school they claim to love?
What I mean
is taking care of
this school. So
many times I’ve
walked around
campus and seen
blatant disrespect
for the buildings
and green spaces
at Xavier. I have
witnessed fellow classmates
dropping trash
on the ground
five steps from
a garbage can
or leaving their
empty bottles at
their desks instead
of putting them in
the recycling bin.
To me, this just
shows the lack of pride students
have on a daily basis, as opposed

when there are 10 seconds left on
the clock. There is something to
be said for students who not only
brag about Xavier’s achievements,
but take the time to appreciate
the highly-ranked campus they
live and learn
on everyday.
Having
new wave
technology
and state of
the art equipment is a
great asset to
learning. But
having clean
buildings
makes paying
attention
to that high-tech gear in class
easier too, especially when you’re
focused on the professor and not
the empty potato chip bag behind
him on the floor.
Besides the trash, Xavier has

further away from — but not
losing — some of his very good
friends next fall, obviously the
next several weeks have become a
bit of a treasure in my mind. We
have spent the last four years creating friends and sometimes creating foes. We have had late night
conversations from Brockman
Hall to houses on Cleneay

left, what do we do? Some may
think this article is a bit premature since there is still some time
until the day-that-must-not-bementioned, but I recently had
a friend challenge me and so I
pass this challenge on.
Seniors, I challenge you for
the weeks of the rest of this
semester to take a risk, to have
dinner with
a distanced
friend,
to have
lunch with
someone
you hurt or
to simply
spend extra
time with
your closest
Columnist
friends. The
procrastination is over and our time is short
to become the Jesuit-educated
men and women for others we
each have the potential to be.
This is our time to strengthen
friendships we have and to find
closure in relationships we once
had. We are about to begin a
new day; I don’t want to begin
with weight on my shoulders or
pain in my heart. I want to step

Taylor
Spaw
Columnist

I

t seems there
has been a good
amount of complaining, whining
and general debauchery happening in the Op-Ed section
of this newspaper, and I do not
evade any responsibility I have
for that. I thought, however, it
might be nice to have a change
of pace, a
switch in perspective if I
may, from the
past happenings to present
and future.
Graduation.
I hope you
seniors didn’t
set the paper
down after you
read that word.
Yes, our years here together are
ending, (except for those of us
sticking around — shout-out to
the occupational therapists), but
we are still experiencing a big
change. Regardless, my opinion
this week has little to do with
that bittersweet celebration, but
rather the moments leading up
to it.
As a senior who will be much

“

“

”

Avenue that either ended well or
caused more pain. We have loved
each other and hurt each other.
We have made each other smile
and I’m sure we’ve caused a few
tears. It has been quite a journey.
But what do we do now that
we can see the fork in the path
ahead where applications must
be written and choices must be
made? With less than a semester

Am I
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s
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e SGA
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and smells without adding cigarette smoke to the mix.
Xavier students have some
of the most school pride I have
ever seen, but I think it’s time to
take it to the next level. Not only
a smoking problem. While I am
should we cheer our teams on to
not trying to tell people the danvictory, but we should also take
gers of smoking, I do not think it care and pride in our beautiis too much to ask that smokers
ful campus. What better way to
obey simple Ohio state law; for
show Dayton who’s the best by
example, please obey the nonnot only wiping the court
with them,
but having
the cleaner,
nicer, more
appealing
campus as
well? Not
only will taking pride in
Taylor Spaw, Columnist
our campus
better the
conditions for the
smoking signs inside many of our students, it will also grab the
classroom buildings. On more
attention of future Muskies who
than one occasion I have seen fel- can carry on that strong Xavier
low students lighting up outside
pride. Overall, pick up your
class, inside Hailstones and Alter. garbage, keep Xavier clean and
Alter Hall has enough problems
show your Muskie spirit.

Xavier students have some of the most
school pride I have ever seen, but I think
it’s time to take it to the next level.

We are about to begin a new day; I
don’t want to begin with weight on
my shoulders or pain in my heart.
Ryan Lavalley,
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across that stage and know that
I have friends who will meet my
children, who I will call when the
days get hard and who gave me
life lessons I will never forget. I
want to shake the hand of Father
Graham and know that I have
done everything I can for this
community and
this University.
This is the time to
reflect, yes, but it
is a time of action
as well. A time to
be you and a time
to give yourself to
your community. A
time to make these
fleeting weeks
the firm ground
on which you
build the rest of
your life. Yes, this
journey is coming
to an end, but that
end (as cliché as
it sounds) is the
beginning of something greater.
Seniors, we have learned much
about ourselves and the world
from the time we’ve spent here
together. We have fallen in love
with the community and the
place. From classes in Alter to

treks across campus from Elet
to Cohen, we have become part
of all that is here. We have seen
the good (historic presidential
elections, amazing half-court
shots and movements for workers’ rights) but we have also seen
the bad (masked masturbators,
fights and
awkward
Xavier
commercials). We
have seen
a lot as
we walked
down the
collegiate
path together, and
these weeks
are the time
when we
live up to
the Jesuit
education
and community we have built together.
This is our time to take action,
leave our mark, build a firm
foundation and make our Xavier
experience a springboard for a
greater day.

Ryan

Lavalley
Columnist

Rapid Reactions What is the best Lentevne
Pithy insights from your Op-Ed Editor. Take ‘em or leave ‘em.

Beating Dayton is always sweet,
but it was sweeter to see Tu
Holloway play like the guard we
all know and love.
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Back in time: a week of castles
BY Haley Seger
Staff Writer

LONDON — This week was
the week of castles. I’ve always
thought castles were fascinating,
and London and the rest of Great
Britain certainly have plenty of
them to choose from. In this week
alone, I managed to visit three.
The first castle I visited was
the Tower of London, which was
a trip included in my History of
London class. Most people associate the Tower with a prison as
opposed to a castle where people
once lived and worked, but the
Tower was one of the homes of
England’s rulers long before it became a prison.
Although it was once farther
outside of the city of London, the
city has expanded outward, making it a central part of the sites of
London.
The Tower is a huge tourist attraction because of its bloody history and its status as the home of
the crown jewels, and despite being built around 1100 (and added
to over the centuries), is carefully
maintained.
Unfortunately, my class was
a bit rushed through the Tower
because it closed earlier than the
professor had thought, but I still
had the chance to see the key

parts of the Tower, including the
crown jewels, the White Tower
where important prisoners were
kept and Traitor’s Gate.
The next castle I visited was
Caerphilly Castle just outside of
Cardiff, Wales. A couple of my
friends and I signed up for the
trip to Wales to see more of Great
Britain, and a tour of this castle
happened to be included.
I had never heard of it before,
despite the brochure for our trip
telling us that it was the largest castle in Wales and second largest in

Great Britain.
(The Windsor
Castle was the
largest.)
U n l i k e
the Tower of
London, the
castle is mostly
ruins. Castles
are by definition originally built to be fortresses and later turned into homes,
but Caerphilly Castle remained a
fortress, making it less appealing
to maintain than other castles in

Star Wars Episode I: The Phantom Bore
Staff Writer

A long time ago in a galaxy far,
far, away… (Actually it was 1999)
George Lucas released Star Wars
Episode I: The Phantom Menace and
it was met with mixed reactions.
Some people praised the amazing special effects, but some complained that the plot and character
development was sorely lacking in
substance.
I was about 10 years old when
The Phantom Menace came out in
theaters and what I remember
most about it wasn’t the movie itself, but the hype that came with it.
It was the first Star Wars movie in
16 years and the hype was insane.
Some Star Wars fans camped
out weeks in advance to get tickets. Some fans bought tickets to a
movie they didn’t want to see just
because the Star Wars preview was
attached to the movie and many
fans missed work to see the film
on opening day.
It was arguably the biggest
movie event of all time. It can
also be said it was probably one
the biggest disappointments of all
time in terms of critical reaction.
The film received a massive
backlash from fans that grew up
with the original trilogy. The other

two prequels fared better with the
fans, but The Phantom Menace still
stands out as a big disappointment. It has been 12 years since
the release of the film and now
it’s being re-released in 3-D? So, is
The Phantom Menace worth seeing
again on the big screen in 3-D?
No, it isn’t.
The film follows two Jedi, QuiGon Jinn (Liam Neeson) and ObiWan Kenobi (Ewan McGregor),
who escort and protect Queen
Amidala (Natalie Portman) when
traveling from the planet Naboo
to the planet Coruscant in the
hope of finding a peaceful end to
a large-scale interplanetary trade
dispute. Along the way the Jedi
encounter a young boy named
Anakin Skywalker (Jake Lloyd),
a.k.a. the future Darth Vader, and
must also deal with the mysterious
return of the Sith.
The movie starts slowly with
a boring exposition about how,
because of tax disputes, the
Republic is now against the Trade
Federation, and some other events
that aren’t that interesting.
Things finally start to pick up
when the two Jedi meet Anakin
Skywalker, but that’s almost 40
minutes into the film. Even then
Skywalker isn’t the most interesting character. In fact, after a while
the kid got on my nerves.

Photos courtesy of Haley Seger
Upper Right: Cardiff Castle
Lower Left: Ruins outside of the
Caerphilly Castle

A ThousandWords Crossword

The Reel review with john:

BY John Reese

the area.
Although parts of it have been
repaired to make it a more tempting stop for tourists, the castle
still shows signs of destruction

that occurred in mid-17th century. However, I was surprisingly ok
with the state of the castle.
Somehow the ruins and lack
of visitors made it seem more
authentic.
Despite the cold weather, I really enjoyed being able to climb
along the walls and check out the
views of the surrounding area.
My third castle was Cardiff
Castle. Like the Tower of London,
Cardiff Castle was originally a fortress around which a town happened to grow, ultimately becoming the capital of Wales.
Unfortunately, I did not have
the time to actually go into this
castle, but I had the chance to
wander around the outside of it
and take some pictures.
The castle did look like it
had been maintained better than
Caerphilly Castle, but because
it is in the middle of the capital
of Wales, I’m sure it gets more
visitors.
In the midst of visiting all
of these castles, I reached the
one month mark of my time in
London.
It’s hard to believe how fast
it has gone by. Fortunately, I still
have three more months to go.

Just like with Skywalker, none
of the characters are remotely
interesting or memorable. The
wooden dialogue didn’t help the
film either. You can argue that
the memorable character is Jar Jar
Binks, but that’s only because he’s
probably the most irritating character who has ever existed on the
big screen.
My main problem with 3-D is
that it’s unnecessary. Unless the
movie is partially or wholly shot
in 3-D, it’s not worth your time.
Most of the time live - action
movies are converted into 3-D in
post-production and the film will
gain nothing from it.
I will admit that a couple of
scenes like the Pod racing scene
work well, but most of the time
you can just watch the film without your glasses. Nevertheless,
all the visual enhancements in
the world could never make The
Phantom Menace a better film.
Don’t waste your money on
this missed opportunity. However,
if you are still interested in The
Phantom Menace, rent it. You will
probably be underwhelmed, but
at least you didn’t spend $15 to
watch it.

Newswire Rating:

Fill out the following puzzle correctly and e-mail your answers to mcgranahanm@
xavier.edu for your chance to win advance screening passes and other fun items to
A Thousand Words starring Eddie Murphy which hits theaters on March 9, 2012.

Crossword by Molly McGranahan

Across
3. The actor who plays the spiritual
guru, Dr. Sinja.
5. Murphy’s on screen love interest,
_________ Washington
9. McCall’s occupation is that of a
__________ agent.
10. What McCall must play with most
people in order to communicate

Down
1. The movie’s release date is the
__________ of March
2. The film’s director
4. Starring actor Eddie _____________
6. One thousand of these represent
McCall’s last words.
7. The type of magical tree Jack
McCall discovers in his yard
8. The movie’s tagline: “This March,
make ________ word count.”

Xavier Newswire
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Arts in public education:
Lessons behind the ordinary

Patrick
Clark
A&E Editor

I do not doubt the fact that
our educational system is in need
of enthusiastic math and science
teachers. It is evident based on
comparison of test scores that we
are behind a significant number
of first world countries. In fact,
according to the Organization
for Economic Co-operation
and Development (OECD), the
United States ranks 25th in science
and 17th in math behind countries
such as South Korea, Australia and
Norway. Obviously it is in the best
interest of our society to make an
attempt at closing this gap and
pushing for a more rigorous education of our children.
Unfortunatly, due to the emphasis on math and science many

propose that arts programs be cut
in order to spend more time and
energy on improving the math and
science test scores. Yet, I wonder
if cutting these programs is really
what is needed for improvement
in these areas.
My major is music education.
Now, I know you will say I am biased when I say that there really
is no need to cut an arts program
in a school. Of course I am. I
have spent the past four years of
my life preparing and working so
that I can educate students in music and help them to discover the
benefits of learning a musical instrument or singing. However, let
me argue a legitimate reason for
keeping arts programs in schools
that has nothing to do with my
own desire for a job.
So much of our culture today
is based on the arts, both visual
and aural. Consider for a moment watching a movie like Lord
of the Rings or Harry Potter. I can
not imagine trying to watch either
of those without its soundtrack
or sound effects. As an experiment, view the opening scene of
Star Wars muted. I will guarantee
when you turn the sound back on
that you will be happy some band
director taught composer John
Williams in the 40’s. The emotion
and effect that is added to the experience is beyond anything that
can simply be acted out or done
with visual effects on a screen.
Speaking of visual effects, are
they not pieces of artwork in
themselves? Originally, animated

movies were all drawn out in the
traditional manner before being
transferred to film. I pity all the
children that never get to see a
newly created Disney movie because a school administrator decided that painting, drawing and
sculpture is not “necessary” to
the education of their students.
I respectfully, but adamantly,
disagree.
Moving away from the movie
scene, one can see that there are
a variety of things in everyday life
that require the need for an artist.
For example, a bridge or roadway,
though maybe not glamourous,
need an architect to design them.
At the risk of potentially insulting
architects I would say that they
are, at a very simple level, artists.
I could name several other
significant fields such as interior
design, clothing design, carpentryand business administration.
But my point is that the arts foster creativity and imagination in a
way that we need as a society, not
only in order to enjoy that life but
also to survive it.
Therefore, I propose that
school administrators take a long
and hard look at the long term
benefits of not only keeping the
arts in their schools but also encouraging them instead of looking at the short term and basing
their decisions off test scores.
Use the arts for their benefit
of creativity and broad thinking
and they will do nothing but help
students, test scores and our culture in the long run.
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A Call to Destiny:
Jeff, Who Lives at Home

BY Molly McGranahan
Staff Writer

Since its September premiere
at the 2011 Toronto Film Festival,
Jeff, Who Lives at Home, starring
Jason Segel and Ed Helms, has
created quite a buzz in Hollywood
for being a low-budget indie
production.
Set for release on March 16,
2012, the film tells a tale of two indifferent brothers whose separate
life journeys have brought them
back together to team up in a race
against infidelity and dishonesty.
The directors of the film are
no strangers to the movie’s plot.
Jay and Mark Duplass, both the
writers and directors, are brothers themselves. They know the
strengh of brotherhood and incorporate into the movie just how
strong and endearing that relationship can be.
The strained relationship between Segel and Helms’ characters in Jeff, Who Lives at Home is
in no way representative of the

Duplass’ brothers close kinship.
Segel plays the immature Jeff,
a 30-something low-life who is
still living at home in his mother’s
basement.
Helms’ character, Pat, is a
slightly more successful brother
who seems to be semi-enjoying
his married life.
Despite leading the life of an
unemployed slacker, Jeff is obsessed with the thought of finding
his life calling.
A mysterious phone call from
a man looking for ‘Kevin’ and a
simple task from his mother drives
a disheveled Jeff out of the house
and into the streets. From there
Jeff reconnects with his brother
and they discover Pat’s wife’s potentially adulterous actions.
The two pair up in following
Pat’s wife around town until the
truth finally unravels. Just as it
seems all of the characters’ lives
are quickly falling apart, an unthinkable accident occurs, which
brings them all back together with
a stronger bond than ever before.
The film runs on the tagline,
“The first step to finding your
destiny is leaving your mother’s
basement.”
Anybody who has a sibling, enjoys a good indie film or is a Segel
or Helms fan will surely appreciate
and celebrate this latest Duplass
film as Segel and Helms brilliantly
work together.
See for yourself how their
journey ends and if Jeff finds his
destiny on March 16, when Jeff,
Who Lives at Home is released in
theaters.
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The Profit of Nonprofits
How community-engaged learning is impacting Xavier students and faculty

purpose it provides.
“This really is something
that has grown from Xavier’s
mission and Father Graham’s
initiatives to actively engage
the community,” Rhiney said.
His responsibilities involving
nonprofit organizations include running workshops for
the Academy for CommunityEngaged Faculty, which consists
of eight members and aims to
help faculty members develop a
course that incorporates a community partner.
Rhiney also uses his experience with nonprofit to facilitate
relationships between Xavier
and potential partners. Rhiney
chooses these partners either
because he has experience working with them or because they
are doing such innovative and
interesting work that they need
to be recognized.
“It’s like creating a great
menu of assets for our students
that will also benefit the community,” Rhiney said.
This is certainly a tall order
considering that over 200 organizations have participated this
school year and 40 partners are
active in courses this semester. This does not include departments such as Education,

community contact, yet everyone benefits through the class
focus, and through listening to
students who directly engage
the community and share their
experiences with the class.”
According to Rhiney, community engagement is a national
movement in which Xavier
is pushing strongly ahead.
However, Strauss finds opportunities like the ones students
have at Xavier to be a unique
benefit.
“As an undergrad myself at
Duke University, we were encouraged not to participate in
the community because the
neighborhood around campus
was considered ‘too dangerous.’
As a result, I didn’t learn how
important the local nonprofits

entire curriculum. Physics professor Dr. Greg Braun allowed
his students to work with a nonprofit called People Working
Cooperatively. The students
traded in textbooks for tools
and applied physics principles
to the process of installing insulation and winterizing homes in
Cincinnati neighborhoods.
Dr. Jessalyn Strauss has incorporated community-engaged
learning into two of her classes.
Strauss’ Public Relations Writing
class is using techniques learned
in class to create materials for
the Betts House, a museum and
restored home that is the oldest brick house in the state of
Ohio. In her Nonprofit Public
Relations course, Strauss’ students work with two different
organizations to create a public
relations plan for an upcoming
event.
Dr. Nancy Bertaux offers a
community-engaged option in
her Macro and Microeconomic
Principles classes as well as her
Natural Resource Economics
class. In Natural Resource
Economics
students
have
the option to participate in a
“mini-internship” with one of
several community partners
with an environmental focus
including Cincinnati Office of

must carry some significant benefits. Adam Clark, as one of the
Community-Engaged Fellows,
lives the benefits of these partnerships every day.
“The community-engaged
fellowship allows me the opportunity to work with a variety of nonprofit organizations
in Cincinnati that work to correct injustices in society,” Clark
said. “Not only do I get to learn
how these places function, but
I also get an in-depth look at
a variety of societal issues like
education, crime, employment
and community development.
The fellowship teaches us about
Cincinnati and its diverse communities and gives us the skills
to start our own projects, the resources to execute them and the
contacts to collaborate between
organizations.”
Similarly, faculty that have
experience with community engagement have no trouble listing off numerous benefits for
individuals and the community.
“This three-way partnership
between faculty, students and
[Sean Rhiney] has made a significant difference in my classes,”
Bertaux said. “I don’t require
students to participate in direct

and community organizations
were to the community,” Strauss
said.
Rhiney finds these positive
reactions from students and faculty typical. Professors are paid
to share knowledge with their
students and many find that
these experiences are complimentary to what is being taught
in the classroom. Rhiney believes that most professors seek
out ways to incorporate community-engaged learning into other
courses because it effectively
teaches the core values of the
subject and of the University.
“Community
engagement
is really all about elevating students, community and faculty.
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“Communityengagement is really
all about elevating
students, community
and faculty. Students
get an elevated course
experience with realworld, tangible examples,” Rhiney said.

Students get an elevated course
experience with real-world, tangible examples,” Rhiney said.
“Ultimately it also makes you a
better citizen and gets you into
a neighborhood where you’ve
never been before and gives you
a sense for your city.”
The Eigel Center is only
three years old and Rhiney says
one goal of the Center is to increase the number of courses
that offer community-engaged
learning options, whether as a
portion of the curriculum or for
the entire course. Rhiney is optimistic, and with good reason,
for the future of this trend.
“I envision that in five years
students will be seeking out
these courses. They will want a
course that has the opportunity

rtesy of C

Environmental Quality, Findlay
Market Farms, the Mill Creek
Restoration Project, the Greater
Cincinnati Energy Alliance and
Building Value.
Another aspect of the Eigel
Center that Rhiney oversees is
the Xavier Community-Engaged
Fellows, which is a four-year
scholarship program that optimizes the idea of community
engagement. Currently there
are 29 individuals in the program who benefit community
partners and leaders with 25,000
collective hours of service over
their four years.
If these students and professors see such promise in community engagement, then it
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Xavier faculty are quickly discovering the benefits of trading
in some traditional classroom
time for community-engaged
learning where students spend
time working with local nonprofit organizations in a mutually beneficial partnership.
Sean Rhiney, director of the
Eigel Center for CommunityEngaged Learning at Xavier, is
making a big impact on Xavier’s
learning experience and how
Xavier interacts with surrounding neighborhoods. From his
office in the Alumni Center,
Rhiney is responsible for spurring the trend of communityengaged learning at Xavier and
is passionate about the sense of

Occupational Therapy and
Nursing that, because of the
specialized course content, have
always partnered with organizations in the community.
However, with the growing
popularity of community-engaged learning in all disciplines,
Rhiney estimates that all Xavier
students, regardless of major,
will come into contact with an
opportunity for communityengaged learning at some point
during their Xavier experience.
But what is community-engagement really? Certainly, as
many Xavier students are finding
out, it is much more than a glorified field trip to a nonprofit’s office. Professors are developing
courses that feature communityengagement for part of or the
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By David Maxwell
Staff Writer

to work with a community-engaged partner,” Rhiney said.
Students and faculty who
have experienced communityengaged learning would likely
agree with Rhiney. As long as
community partners can be
matched with course material,
the benefits available to students
make community engagement a
no-brainer. In an unstable job
market where more and more
qualified people are competing
for fewer and fewer positions,
a little bit of quality, real-world
experience can come in handy.
Rachael Harris, Features Editor
Phone: (513) 348-4992

The Betts House is the oldest brick house in Ohio.
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